
 
 
 

Lesson: G113 
 

Survival Language 
 

Aims: To enable you to respond to some common situations that might 
occur in the UK and to use some common social English language 

 
 
A. Introduction 
 
 Imagine that you are in the UK. What do you say in the following situations? Discuss with
 your teacher…   
 
 

1.  Ask for a ticket on the bus. You want to go to Exeter and back. 
 
2.  You want to know what time the next train to London leaves. 
 
3.  You want to sit down on the train. What do you say to the man in the next seat. 
 
4.  Invite someone to the cinema. 
 
5.  Ask for some stamps at a Post Office. You want to send a letter home. 
 
6.  Someone speaks. You don’t understand. 
 
7.  You are in the town centre. You want to go to the toilet. 
 
8.  You need some ten pence coins to make a phone call. 
 
9.  Ask for a drink in a pub. 
 
10.  You don’t know the time. Ask someone. 
 
11.  The woman you are talking to is speaking very fast. 
 
12.  You want to book a room at the Palace Hotel for two people for two nights. 
 
13.  You are lost. You need to find the way to your hotel. 
 
14.  Ask someone the way to the station. 
 
15.  You have got a cold. Ask for something at a chemist’s. 
 
16.  You want to buy a corkscrew. You don’t know the word for it in English. 
 
17.  You want to know the cost of sending a parcel to France. 
 



 
 
 
 
18. Someone sneezes. What do you say? 
 
19.  You asked for a coke. You get an orange juice. 
 
20.  You stand on someone’s foot. 
 
21.  You want to pay for the bill in the restaurant. 
 
22.  Someone tells you they are getting married. 
 
23.  You want to get past someone in a crowd. 
 
24.  What do you say before you have a drink with someone/before you eat? 
 
25.  Someone asks you if you want more food. You don’t. 
 
26.  You don’t know how to pronounce a word. 

 
 
 

B.   How do you respond to the following: 
 

· Did you have a good trip? 
 
· Do you mind if I smoke? 
 
· How are you?   How do you do? 
 
· Can I borrow your newspaper? 
 

· Thank you very much. 
 
· I’m sorry. I’m late. 
 
· Good luck! 
 

· It’s your round.  
 
· Is this seat free? 
 

· Have you got a light? 
 
· Do you mind if I ask you a few questions? 

 
C. Respond as best you can to the questions the teacher will ask you 
 
 
D. Homework: Review the phrases and try to remember them 


